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selves to a deeper and more hopeless poverty. There was
certainly also a religious motive; for, though we can hardly
say that the profession of Islam would in all cases have
secured quarter, yet if is certain that this was made an
essential condition in the sparing of the few who were spared.
And what but religious bigotry could have involved the
Jacobites in the fate of the Armenians ? There was no plot
to fear from the Jacobites. They had neither the cohesion
nor the national aspirations of the Armenians. Their escapes
in previous massacres prove that the Turks could have
spared them if they wished. And yet this time they were
not spared.
But professed infidels like Talaat and Enver are not
swayed by religious bigotry. It was national and political
bigotry that was the ruling motive with them. They only
consented to the sparing of apostates because apostasy in
those regions sets the seal upon the abjuration of nation-
ality. And in the Ottoman Empire they meant the Turk
to reign alone. In their extirpation of the Armenians
the Young Turks were carrying out a deliberate national
policy, conceived by the Old Turks more than a generation
before. And the Young Turks, taking it over, had only
been waiting their opportunity till the preoccupation of
Europe should leave their hands untied.
It only remains to add that the Yezidis were not mas-
sacred. And, even in such a plethora of massacres, it is
strange they should have suffered such neglect. We can
only suppose that Mekk Tatis, seeing all idle hands so
desirably occupied, devoted his unaccustomed leisure to
taking carte of his own.